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1.0 INTRODUCTION.

The NSW EPA has required NSW Councils to produce formal Stormwater Management
Plans on a catchment basis and submit these for approval. Part of this requirement is
about recognising that stormwater has the potential to be both a strong source of
pollution as well as a beneficial component of an integrated water cycle.- Itis for
example fast becoming the major source of lxqund pollutton of Sydney Harbour.

Other aspects in requmng such plans are-also about recognising that- stormwater like
water and sewerage services are in general some of the most taken for granted services
provided, with little thought generally spared; until things go-wrong’? Yet these services
and the cost of the infrastructure-associated ‘with them contributes so much to-our
modern hfestyles as well as directly’ mpacnng the‘environment in whmh we live. There
isalsoa gmwmg awareness within the water" industry that the way we go ‘about the
ongoing provision ‘of these servicesalso requires genume commumty participation
leadingto oommumty owiiership: 'I‘hifs’m préparing the Stormwater Management Plans
community consultatidiris‘seen’as an essential elément.

The preparation of the Stormwater Management Plans for the Northern Beaches is being
assisted by the Sydney Nérthern Bedches Catchment Management Committee
(SNBCMC) of which-Warringah Council is a-active member.” The draft plan is being
prepared by aspeclal:st Constltant (Pattérson Bntton and Assoclates) ‘Who i is workmg
closely with both Counéil‘afid the ‘CMC?* Tt was however demded, to adopt'an ™
independent facilitation for the initial community workshops as a furtheér safeguard
against any madvertent dnectlonal blas being added mto the process

,_ 5. TR 3 Tiieays ‘,.;,:._‘_ S i INC -3 r-
This report lists the output as'noted by the facﬂxtator ﬁom the ﬁrst consultatlve meeting
with interested- oommumty ‘members from the Northern Beaches ‘area and is submitted
as an input into the main’consultants work in developing draft plans: It will need
supporting through further dialogue with the community during the development of
these stormwater management plans if ownership of the final plans is to be achieved.
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2.0 SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS

The initial consultation meeting in relation to the Northern Beaches Stormwater Plan
was well attended, despite relatively late notice and letters of invitation. Indeed the
feedback indicated that with greater notice the attendance would have been even higher.
The fifty attendees actively: participated and displayed not just a high level of interest in
stormwater issues but a strong grasp of the issues involved. They tabled a large number
of issues that the resulting Stormwater Management Plan will need to address ( section
4.0) and key amongst these appeared to be:

* The need for genuine consultation through ongoing dialogue:
Many of the participants to this meeting sought to increase the opportunity to input,
through the adoption of smaller workgroups but it was explained that within the time
constraints set it was not possible to alter the prepared presentation format on this
occasion. The group however strongly supported holding a further half-day meeting
that would allow the smaller group approach but more importantly it would allow
interested community individuals to have a further say on the stormwater planning
process. _

The community has extended a ©open invitation to both Council and the CMC to
engage th_e'n_z-i:__x-ongoi_ng-;a,nd.prgd_ucﬁve consultation. However in so doing they also
sent a clear warning that failure to do so will not only serve to alienate the
community in terms of the final stormwater plan but it will also stand in the road of
any hope of ownership being achieved.

" The need for better definition of responsibilities and roles.
There was a strong belief- emerge that current stormwater responsibilities and roles
were not deﬁnpd_._q_rgunderstood_; There was support for a lead agency role but no
desire for the creation of new agencies (more bureaucracy). Community support
and ownership also need to be factored into any redefinition of roles and
responsibilities.

" The need for stormwater to be better viewed as an asset.
Whilst participants regarded stormwater as an asset of considerable worth, they
believed it was generally regarded by the wider community as a problem, with
regulators lacking the will to apply existing legal sanctions. Within the meeting
there was a-general consensus that the regulatory process had failed without
adequate consideration of alternatives that could add to it being viewed as an asset.

* There was a lack of attention to industrial, commercial and building controls.
The lack of these controls were singled out as by several participants an example of
regulators lacking the political courage to address the problems associated with
stormwater. Building sites and the development application process were
particularly cited as examples of the breakdown in the regulation process and as
being i need of further attention as well as clearer more consistent regulation.
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