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1. INTRODUCTION

Manly, Pittwater and Warringah Councils are working together to manage stormwater in a coordinated
way across all catchments from Manly to Barrenjoey Head. The three councils will be producing two
Stormwater Management Plans in the first half of 1999. The Northern Beaches Stormwater
Management Plan covers all those catchments that flow to the lagoons, to the sea and to Port Jackson
between Grotto Point in the south and Turimetta Head in the north. The Pittwater Stormwater
Management Plan includes all those catchments that flow into the sea and Pittwater between Turimetta
Head in the south and Barrenjoey Head in the north.

The plans are partly funded by the three councils and are supported by grants from the Environment
Protection Authority (EPA). These Stormwater Management Plans aim to improve water quality and
the health of waterways, lagoons and beaches in the Northem Beaches area, by identifying practical
short and long term solutions to stormwater pollution problems.

The success of the Northem Beaches Stormwater Management Plan hinges on the local community’s
input and acceptance of the proposals. The Sydney Northern Beaches Catchment Management
Committee (SNBCMC) has been closely involved in ensuring that the community’s views are heard and
taken into consideration during the preparation of the plan.

A key component of the community’s input to the Northem Beaches Stormwater Management Plan was
the distribution of a Community Survey in October 1998. One hundred and fifty surveys were distributed
to a wide range of people within the study area, including:

known community groups;

the General Manager, Councillors, and several key personnel within each Council;

interested people at each front desk of the three Councils;

all those who attended the Public Meeting in October 1998;

people who responded to the advertisements placed in the local press during October 1998,
others (including some schools) with a known interest in stormwater management and

environment issues generally.

> * » > & »

Forty surveys were completed and returned, representing a response rate of 27%. This is considered
to be fairly good response rate for a survey of this nature.

The Community Survey has been reproduced as Appendix A of this report. Appendix B provides the
results from all the retumed surveys, as well as detailed statistics of the responses. This report

provides a summary of these results.
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2. WHO RETURNED THE SURVEY?

People were asked to write down which suburb they lived in. The three local govemment areas were
represented as follows:

. Manly — 18%
* Pittwater —13%
N Warringah —68%
. Unspecified — 1%.

Question 1b asked people to indicate which category best described their interest in improving
stormwater management. The three most popular responses were.

. environment — 98%
resident — 88%
. community interest — 60%.

Only 5% of respondents were from a business. Representatives from organisations and/or community
groups who responded to the survey included the SNBCMC, Collaroy/Narrabeen Beach Protection
Association, Coastal Environmental Centre, Ingleside Landcare Group, Ozgreen, Reefcare, the Anglers
Action Group, Cur Cur Lagoon Friends, MacKellar Girls High School, Pittwater Natural Heritage
Association, Kamaroi School (Belrose), Friends of Dee Why Lagoon, Belrose Progress Association,
Manly Food CoOp and Save Manly Dam Committee.
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