7  EXISTING STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

71 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Many people and organisations are responsible for managing stormwater systems within the
Northern Beaches catchment. A brief summary of the roles and responsibilities for managing
stormwater systems such as stormwater quality, aesthetics of stormwater infrastructure and
riparian vegetation is given in Table 7.1.

Table 7.1 Roles and Responsibilities for Managing Stormwater Systems

Stakeholder Roles and Responsibilities

Local Government
(Warringah, Pittwater
and Manly Councils)

Advise, educate and consult the public

Consent authority for “land” and “land-water” based development
under SREP and EPA Act(/979)

Manager of public and crown land above the high water mark
Authorised to enforce provisions of the Clean Waters Act (1970)
Responsible for management of stormwater infrastructure (except
major trunk)

Responsible for preparation of plans of management for public
open space

Responsible for preparation of local planning instruments
Management of local road infrastructure

Responsible for preparation of plans of management for
stormwater

Residents .

Development and maintenance of privately owned land

Actively participate in reducing generation of pollutants on public
land, crown land and waterways

Participate in community group efforts

Businesses

Management of environmental impacts (control of discharges)
Support/sponsor and/or acknowledge community group efforts

Sydney Northern
Beaches Catchment °

Management
Committee (SNBCMC)

Create link between community and government

Promote and co-ordinate implementation of TCM policies and
programs

Advise on and co-ordinate the natural resource management
activities of authorities, groups and individuals

Identify catchment needs and prepare strategies for
implementation

Co-ordinate the preparation of programs for funding
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Stakeholder

Roles and Responsibilities

Monitor evaluate and report on progress and performance of TCM
strategies and programs

Provide a forum for resolving natural resource conflicts and issues
Facilitate research into the cause, effect and resolution of natural
resource management issues

Undertake any other functions relating to TCM as directed by the
State Co-ordinating Committee

Community Groups
(Landcare, Bushcare,

Lobbying Government for better environmental management
Educating or increasing community awareness with regard to

Manly Environment stormwater management

Centre, Ozgreen,

Coastal Environment

Centre etc)

Industry Groups Management of environmental impacts (control of discharges)

Support/sponsor and/or acknowledge community group efforts

Aboriginal Land
Council, Traditional
Owners and Elders

Management of sites which possess significance to Aboriginal
people

Sydney Harbour * Development of Regional Strategic Plan for Sydney Harbour
Regional Coordinating Region under provisions of the Commonwealths Natural Heritage
Committee (SHRC) Trust program

Waterways Authority o Consent authority for “water- based” development

Responsible for management of waterways below high water mark

Department of Land & e Preparation of TCM plan
Water Conservation e Management and protection of Crown Land
NSW (DLWC) e Education enforcement
* Resourcing river and foreshore improvements
e Power to Levy contributions
Sydney Water e Management and remediation of sewerage infrastructure and trunk

Corporation (SWC)

stormwater drainage.

Environment
Protection Authority
(EPA) NSW

Enforcement of environmental protection legislation

Direction of individuals, government authorities, businesses and
organisations to control or remediate pollution impacts

Control pollution licensing

Prosecution for pollution offences

Advise on environmental protection
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Stakeholder Roles and Responsibilities
Department of Urban e Preparation of REP’s and SEPP’s
Affairs and Planning, Preparation of planning guidelines and provision of advice and
NSW (DUAP) education
e Provision of funding assistance for environmental and planning
projects
NSW Fisheries e Protection of fish and habitats, advice and education
National Parks and e Management on National Parks
Wildlife Service
Roads and Traffic e Management of major road infrastructure
Authority (RTA)
Fire Brigade e Emergency response to chemical spills to “make safe”
Sydney Buses e Management and operation of bus fleet

Management of Depots

Environmental Groups
(Friends of the Earth,
Nature Conservation
Council etc)

Advocacy and provision of advise and education

Department of Education

and Schools

Education of children and teenagers & secondary students
Involvement In Education Programs

Universities’/TAFE

Education of tertiary students
Involvement In Education and monitoring Programs

Source: Department of Land and Water Conservation
Interim Sydney Harbour Regional Strategic Plan, 1999

Local Councils:

Local Councils have the primary responsibility for managing urban stormwater within local
government areas. Councils are afforded this responsibility as a result of their land use planning
and development control powers and their proximity to the problem and its implications. The
greatest constraint to effective stormwater quality management is limited funding and inability to
influence state and national landuse decisions.

The area of local roads within the catchment is estimated to be 948ha (source RTA, 1998 —
Northern Beaches Catchment Plan). This represents 10.2% of the total catchment area. Local

Government and road users have a responsibility to ensure that rainfall runoff produced from local
roads is free from pollutants before entering the stormwater drainage system and receiving waters.
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